1 . (Amended) A distance-measuring device for measuring individual 
distances to a plurality of distance-meksured regions, the distance-measuring device comprising: 

a selection circuit for selecting at least one first measured distance-value 
by excluding a plurality of second measured distance-values in response to a determination that 
the plurality of second measured distanced- values are not smaller than a predetermined distance 
value, from individually measured distance- values to the plurality of distance-measured regions; 




and \\ 

\\ 



a computation circuit for computing an auto-focusing data value in 
Accordance with the at least one first measureci distance-value selected by said selection circuit. 



\ 



2. (Amended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, wherein 
said computation circuit sets the auto-focusing data value to a value equal to a minimum 
permissible distance value in response to a determination that the computed auto-focusing data 
value is smaller than the minimum permissible distance value. 

3. (Amended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, wherein 
said computation circuit computes the auto-focusing data value from a mean value of the at least 
one first measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit. 

V. 

4. (Amended) A distance-measuring, device according to Claim 1, wherein 

\ 

said computation circuit computes the auto-focusing data Value from a majority of the at least 
one first measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit. 




5. (Unamended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, wherein 
the predetermined distance value is obta\ned from a focal distance of a lens used for 
auto-focusing. 



6. (Unamended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, wherein 

thf predetermined distance value is obtained from an aperture value of a lens used for 

'i 

auto-focusing. \ 

I 

\ 

7. (Unamended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, wherein 
a smallest measured distance-value serves as the auto-focusing data value when the measured 
distance-values to the plurality of distance-measured regions are not smaller than the 
predetermined distance value and are not selected b^ the selection circuit. 

8. (Amended) A camera including a distance-measuring device for measuring 
individual distances to a plurality of distance-measured Regions, said camera comprising: 

a selection circuit for selecting at least one first measured distance-value 

\ 

by excluding a plurality of second measured distance-values in response to a determination that 
the plurality of second measured distance- values are not smaller than a predetermined distance 

\ 

value, from individually measured distance-values to the plurality of distance-measured regions; 



a computation circuit for computing an auto-focusing data value in 
accordance with the at least one fir\t measured distance-value selected by said selection circuit; 
and 

a driving circuit! for driving an image-forming lens in accordance with the 



^ airto-focusing data value computed by ttie computation circuit. 




^ ^? 9. (Amended) A camera according to Claim 8, wherein said computation 
c/rcuit sets the auto-focusing data value to\a value equal to a minimum permissible distance 
value in response to a determination that the computed auto-focusing data value is smaller than 
the minimum permissible distance value. 



15. (Amended) A method of measuring individual distances to a plurality of 
distance-measured regions by a distance-measuring device, said method comprising the steps of: 
selecting at least one first njeasured distance-value by excluding a plurality 

of second measured distance-values in response toW determination that the plurality of second 

v, 

measured distance-values are not smaller than a predetermined distance value, from individually 
measured distance-values to the plurality of distance-measured regions; and 

computing an auto-focusing data; value in accordance with the selected at 



least one first measured distance-value. 



\ 



16. (Amended) A measuring method according to Claim 15, wherein said 



computing step includes setting the auto-focusing data value tda value equal to a minimum 



permissible distance value in response to a determination that the computed auto-focusing data 
value is smaller than the minimum permissible distance value. 



17. (Amended) A measuring method according to Claim 15, wherein said 
omputing step includes computing the aifto-focusing data value from a mean value of the 

ected at least one first measured distance!- value. 

\ 

18. (Amended) A measuring method according to Claim 15, wherein said 
puting step includes computing the auto-fqcusing data value from a majority of the selected 

at least one first measured distance- value. 

43. (Amended) A computer unable medium for use with a distance-measuring 
device for measuring individual distances to a plurality of distance-measured regions, said 
computer usable medium having computer readable program code units embodied therein 
comprising: 

a first program code unit for Selecting at least one first measured 
distance-value by excluding a plurality of second measured distance- values in response to a 
determination that the plurality of second measured distance-values are not smaller than a 
predetermined distance value, from individually measured distance-values to the plurality of 
distance-measured regions, and 

a second program code unit for commuting an auto-focusing data value in 
accordance with the selected at least one first measured dista\ce-value. 



44. (Amended)L\ computer usable medium according to Claim 43, wherein 
the second program code unit includes a program code unit for setting the auto-focusing data 
value to a value equal to a minimumroermissible distance value in response to a determination 
that the computed auto-focusing data Value is smaller than the minimum permissible distance 




57. (Amended) A distance-measuring device for measuring individual 
distances to a plurality of distance-measured regions, the distance-measuring device comprising: 

a selection circuit for selecting at least one measured distance-value for 
use in focusing by comparing a first measuredldistance-value of a plurality of individually 
measured distance- values to a predetermined distance value, wherein if the first measured 
distance-value is not smaller than the predetermined distance value, said selection circuit 
compares a second measured distance- value of the plurality of individually measured 
distance-values to the predetermined distance valu4and excludes the first measured 
distance-value from being selected; and 

a computation circuit for compiling an auto-focusing data value in 
accordance with the at least one measured distance-valuV selected by said selection circuit. 



5 8 . (Amended) A dis 
if the second measured distance-value is 




easuring device according to Claim 57, wherein 
aller than the predetermined distance value, said 



selection circuit excludes the seccwid^easured distance-value from being selected and selects a 
third measured distance-value of tHe ^rality of individually measured distance-values. 



^ 59. (Ame^ied) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 57, further 

comprising an ordering circuit for ordering into a predetermined order the plurality of 
individually measured distancqvalues before said selection circuit performs the selection. 



60. (Unamended) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 57, 
^hVrciq said computation circuit s^ts the auto-focusing data value to a value equal to a minimum 
penpif sible distance value when the\:omputed auto-focusing data value is smaller than the 
inimum permissible distance value. 






Please add new Claim 6 lias follows: 




—61. (New) A distance-measuring device according to Claim 1, further 
comprising an ordering circuit for ordering into a predetermined order the individually measured 
distance-values, 

wherein said selectiok circuit performs the selection and exclusion upon 
the ordered individually measured distance-values in accordance with the predetermined order.— 
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